1.
The term planning is used synonymously with 'urban or city and regional planning 1 (North American usage) and 'town and country planning' (British usage) . No distinction is drawn between these.
2.
For a brief summary, see John W. Reps, Town Planning in Frontier American (Princeton, 1969) proposition that the students of ecology not only describe conditions, but imply a normative state. Everybody has to adjust if we follow them.
Besides, North American cities have not always followed the ecologist's descriptions.
The alternative approach is that of politics and planning. This view cannot deny the dominance of competitiveness in our society, and so there can be a continuity with the ecological/behavioural, but it brings out conscious stances. This view may be seen as a continuation of the decision making and process concern of behaviouralists, yet it is a jump beyond them. It does make conscious what is assumed. Today, we have to talk of the power of groups in the planning process. And in the historical context understand who planned cities in the past. That this means "bias" and participation in the events, is in fact no less biased than the ecologists, whose politics is whatever is good. What is going on now with historical geographers reflects both the ecological and political tendencies. To consider trends we can separate the studies into two groupings: first, the urbanization process and urban system, and second, patterns within cities.
Urbanization Process and the Urban System
At this macro-level, the regional, the national, even continental Much has been written on these matters. Among historians the 3 classic study by N.S.B . Gras was mostly ignored until a decade or so ago, when Eric Lampard in particular brought out his calls to action 4 in the study of urbanization.
Both set general frameworks that have A city would "move" from one rank to a higher rank when it was able to support or reach a threshold of more specialized higher order activities when it expands its population and its range or hinterland. But given that Christaller's work was on rather stable rural southern Germany, it is not surprising that he lacked a strong developmental perspective, and also has nothing to say of newly-settled areas.
Many of the recent studies by geographers have been on creating a developmental framework while based in part on Christaller's pioneer work. Many of the statements lack the conceptual rigour of Christaller's theory, but that may be just as well since they allow more flexibility.
Nor are the "stages" of development as temporally linear as the sequence developed by Gras for Metropolitan growth, based in order on wholesaling, industry, transport and finance. The present work on the model ignores none of these but recognizes that they are all involved at all times.
To these factors need to be added public administration and population movements. 
Internal Patterns and Processes
Until recently, geographers working on differentiation within the city have stressed sorting out by ecological processes pretty narrowly based on demographic characteristics and socio-economic status. In historical studies using the ecological approach, the chief distinction of the pre-industrial and industrial city, identified with g Gideon Sjoberg has been undergoing rough treatment lately, notably c from Martyn Bowden, whose work is based in part on that of James Vance. As I said at the outset, planning is now firmly in the public consciousness and Toronto's planners this year are to receive 50 per cent more from the public purse than they did last year. We should now take advantage of this wide interest and the revival of the neighbourhood as something more or less real, to look into how the very special actions of speculators, developers, innovators, merchants, and governments formed our cities. Obviously, this will be an interdisciplinary task.
James T. Lemon FOOTNOTES I wish to thank Michael Doucet for reading the first draft. 
6.
The author included a three page bibliography of recent works which space did not permit the inclusion.
7. "The Role of the Municipal Government in the Development of the Toronto Water front 11 , HUNAC paper, Jan. f 73; (Ph.D. thesis forthcoming) .
